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jHiscellany. 


For the Christian Herald. 


THE EXAMPLE OF ABRAHAM. 


A SERMON TO EMIGRANTS. 


PART I. 


“ Now the Lord said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from ' 
thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, urxto a land that I will show thee : 
And Iwill make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name 
great; and thou shalt be a blessing : And I will bless them that bless thee, and 
curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all the families of the earth be 
blessed. So Abram departed, as the Lord had spoken unto him; and Lot 
went with him: and Abram was seventy and five years old, when he de- 
parted out of Haran. And .dbram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his bro- 
ther’s son, and all their substance that they had gathered, and the souls that 
they had gotten in Haran, and they went forth to go into the land of Canaan ; 
and into the land of Canaan they came.” Genesis, xii. 1—5. 

This is a memorable passage in the sacred writings, and con- 
tains important instruction. God’s calling of Abraham, and es- 
tablishing his covenant of grace with him, as the father of the 
faithful in all after generations, forms one of the most distinguish- 
ed periods in the history of his militant church. After the awful 
and almost universal destruction of the human race, by the de- 
luge, we find the same moral character continued among their 
post-diluvian descendants, which had marked with infamy, and 
buried in ruin the inhabitants ofthe old world. The progress of 
degeneracy and wickedness followed the path of population, and 
no sooner was the earth re-peopled, than the same portraiture of 
human nature was re-exhibited. All flesh had again corrupted 
their ways. ‘The world became sunk in heathenish ignorance, 
and the grossest idvlatry. But the faithfulness of God was un- 
failing—his eternal counsel firm and unchanged. His design 
of redeeming a ruined world was not frustrated, nor his pro- 
tecting care of his church, for a moment suspended. In the 
midst of this general apostasy, the church was preserved. Abra~ 
ham, the illustrious Patriarch, the friend and most distinguished 
servant of God, was raised up and made the honoured instru- 
ment of advancing the interests of the church, and establishin 
the worship of the true God. He was called out and se iomad 
from an idolatrous world. God entered into a covenant with him, 
fraught with the most rich and extensive promises of good, tem- 
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poral and spiritual, to him, and his posterity, and established his 
church in Abraham’s family. He stands distinguished as the fa- 
ther of the faithful: and his faith is exhibited as the pattern to 
believers, in all after generations. Hence all true believers are 
denominated the children of Abraham—are interested in the 
same covenant, and entitled to the same precious promises. 

My object is to delineate and enforce the example of the holy 
Patriarch. 

For unconditional subjection to the divine will—prompt obe- 
dience to the divine commands, however self-denying, and a firm 
reliance on the truth and covenant-faithfulness of God, Abraham 
shines in the constellation of Scripture worthies, as a star of dis- 
tinguished magnitude and lustre. To enumerate all the particulars 
of his history, which entitle him to this character, will not be at- 
tempted. I confine myself to the instance in the text—which, as 
a trial of his faith, is exceeded by none other but that of sacrifi- 
cing his son. 

Abraham was a man of a generous and noble spirit—of great 
sensibility—strong and ardent attachments. Possessing all those 
local an salamat predilections which the tender sensibilities of 
natural affection inspire, to dispose him to spend his days in the 
place of his nativity, among the numerous circle of his kindred 
and acquaintance, the endeared companions of his earliest child- 
hood; he yet cheerfully submitted to the self-denying duty of 
quitting them all, to reside in a foreign and distant country—a 
stranger in a strange land. How great was this trial experience 
only will help us to realize, and that too, but in an imperfect de- 
gree. The command of God was positive; “Get thee out of 
thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father’s house, 
unto a land that I will show thee.” How prompt was his obe- 
dience? He went without hesitation or delay. He broke through 
all the tender ties of nature, and with a firm trust in the promises 
and the providence of God, cheerfully followed where his Hea- 
venly. Father called. His love to God absorbed every other 
affection; and the will of Heaven, once known, he could not 
for a moment halt between two opinions. So Abram departed, 
as the Lord had spoken unto him. And Abram tookSarai his 
wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and all their substance that they 
had gathered, and the souls that they had got in Haran; and they 
went forth to go into the land of eo 3 and into the land of 
Canaan they came. For this, he is celebrated by the inspired 
apostle, as performing an act of holy obedience to God—an 
eminent exercise of faith, by which he stands distinguished, in 
the list of the faithful. “ By faith, Abraham, when he was call- 
ed to go unto a place which he should afterwards receive for an 
inheritance, obeyed: and he went out, not knowing whither he 
went.” Here is another circumstance which exhibits his faith 
and trust in God in a still higher point of view. He not only 
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obeyed the call of God, in removing and quitting his country, his 
kindred, and his father’s house, in Haran ; but, he went ignorant 
of the place of his destination—trusting wholly in the guidance 
of providence to direct his way, and conduct him to the place of 
hisremoval. He went out, not knowing whither he went. It was 
enough for him, to know that God called him. He immediately 
obeyed and followed. He didnot stand calculating either his 
gains or his losses—pausing upon the difficulties of preparation— 
the trouble and expense of transporting his family and effects 
to so long and uncertain a distance—what accommodations he 
should have by the way, or at the end of his journey; whether he 
could make a cheap purchase of land where he was going—ac- 
commodate himself with a better situation than the one he left; 
and thus advance his interest. These subjects did not come in- 
to consideration. What is duty—what the will of God—was his 
only inquiry ; this, once known, not a shade of doubt or fear re- 
mained to perplex his resolutions, or clog his exertions. ~ 

If we pursue the history of the venerable patriarch farther, as 
it is drawn by the pen of the apostle, we shall still see the same 
virtues exhibited—a consistency of conduct steadily maintained, 
and his character rising and brightening. In obedience to the 
divine call, he entered and dwelt in the land of Canaan ; but what 
were his circumstances there? ‘The apostle informs us. “ By 
faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a strange country, 
dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him 
of the same promise.” And Stephen, the protomartyr, in the 
sermon which he preached to his persecutors, expresses himself 
upon the subject in the following words: “'The God of glory 
appeared unto our father Abraham, when he was in Mesopota- 
mia, before he dwelt in Charran, and said unto him, get thee out 
of thy country, and from thy kindred, and come into the land 
which I shall show thee. Then came he out of the land of the 
Chaldeans, and dwelt in Charran; and from thence, when his 
father was dead, he removed him into this land, wherein ye now 
dwell. And He gave him none inheritance in it—no, not so much 
as to set his foot on.” Oh, grandeur! thou painted bauble of 
fools—thou dazzling idol of the worldly wise, and the artificial 
great; in the light of true greatness, thy charms are blasted—thy 
glittering beauties are tinsel, and all thy brightest glories fade and 
dwindle into contempt. Abraham, the illustrious patriarch—the 
honoured friend and favourite of Heaven, for true wisdom and 
greatness, the phoenix of our fallen race—whose company and 
alliance were sought by kings and all the honourable of the earth 
—whose wealth and dignity were such, that he might, with ac- 
knowledged propriety have assumed the style of royalty—dwelt 
in a palace, and shone in all the magnificence and splendour of 
a monarch: yet he despises all these gaudy trappings of human 
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greatness—sojourns a stranger in a strange land—dwells in taber- 
nacles, or moveable tents—leads a roving and unsettled life ; and 
without possessing a present title to an inch of land. Though he 
was a man of great wealth, yet he was still more distinguished for 
his humility, and his weanedness from the world. For him, the 
world, with all its honours and allurements had no charms. It 
was small—comparatively, nothing. He confessed that he wasa 
stanger and a pilgrim on the earth; and desired a better country, 
that is an heavenly. He viewed his rich inheritance in the spi- 
ritual Canaan, beyond the Jordan of death, and looked for a city 
that hath foundations, whose builder and maker is God. 
(To be concluded in our next.) 





— 


BIBLE CLASSES. 


The pastor of the Boston Old South Congregation furnished the Editor 
of the Monitor with an account of his Bible Classes, which was published 
in the second number of that work. As the Rev. Mr. Wilbur is now in this 
city, and would probably lend his personal aid to the formation of Bible 
Classes upon the same plan, we have selected this article as being a short, 
plain sketch of the manner of proceeding ; with the mention of some of the 
advantages which this method is considered to possess. Many of the Clergy- 
men in this city, have for a long time had Bible Classes in their congrega- 
tions, and have found them an excellent auxiliary to their more public mi- 
nistrations ; but perhaps improvements may be introduced by using the Bi- 
ble Class Text Book and Reference Testament, that would facilitate the ac- 

uisition of Biblical knowledge, especially among the younger members of 
the several congregations. 
“There are two classes; one of young ladies of fifteen years 
of age and upwards, consisting of about ninety members; the 
other of young men of sixteen years of age and upwards, con- 
sisting of about forty-five members. They were established about 
three months since, and meet, at present, once in four weeks, on 
the same day; the female class in the afternoon, and the young 
men’s in the evening. The meetings will probably be soon in- 
creased to once a fortnight. They both meet on the same day, 
and recite the same lessons, for the convenience of the Pastor. 
The class of young men was commenced at their special request. 
The method of instruction is the following:—The pastor first de- 
livers a course of lectures, six or seven in number, on the au- 
thenticity, credibility, and inspiration of the Scriptures, and the 
manner in which they should be read and studied by private 
Christians. Of each of these lectures, after delivering it, he gives 
them an abstract, of which they take notes with a pencil, which 
are written out as soon as convenient in a book prepared for 
the purpose, with such enlargements from the lecture as they 
may have retained in their memories ; and carefully studied pre- 
vious to the next meeting. After the lecture has been delivered, 
and the abstract given, the classes are examined by the pastor on 
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the preceding lecture, and the exercise concluded with a prac- 
tical application of the subject recited, to the conscience and the 
heart. After this preliminary course is finished, it is intended to 
commence with the book of Genesis, and go through, in the first 
place, with the historical parts of the Bible, then with the Epis- 
tles, and with the other parts in such order as shall be found most 
expedient. In this part of the course the following method will 
be pursued. For example, let the first two chapters of Genesis 
be assigned for one lesson. The pastor will at one meeting of 
the class notice and give the explanation of the various difficulties 
that may occur to the attentive reader ; he will then mention the 
several doctrines taught in these chapters, with the evidence they 
furnish of their truth, occasionally referring to other parts of the 
sacred volume, where they may be more fully or distinctly re- 
vealed. Of these remarks, the members of the class will take 
notes in the manner before described. At the next meeting, af- 
ter the lecture on the two or three subsequent chapters has been 
delivered, the class will be examined on the chapters which 
were the subject of discussion in the previous lecture, by ques- 
tioning them—first upon the chapters themselves as contained 
in the Bible, noticing, as they occur, the difficulties of which the 
solution had been given at the last meeting; and then upon the 
account which had been given of the doctrinal instruction com- 
municated in this portion of the word of God. After which the 
exercise will be concluded with a practical application. In stu- 
dying the New Testament, the References and Key appended to 
the edition lately published in this city by Mr. Wilbur, will pro- 
bably be used. 

Without intending any reference to other methods of commu- 
nicating biblical instruction to the young, the following may be 
stated as some of the advantages of the method which has just 
been described. 

1. It compels the pastor to study the Scriptures themselves 
with care, and may furnish him with materials for lecturing at a 
future period to his congregation ; a method of preaching by far 
too much neglected at the a day. 

2. It furnishes the members of the class with information re- 
specting the evidences of the revelation, the manners and customs 
of the people to whom the Scriptures were originally commu- 
nicated, &c. &c. which, though not essential to salvation, will be 
gratifying and profitable to them through life. : 

3. It exercises the judgment as well as the memory and the 
conscience, and may therefore contribute to their intellectual as 
well as moral improvement. 

4. It brings the doctrines of the Bible before their minds in 
the order and connexion and in the very aspect in which they are 
communicated by the Holy Spirit. 
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5. It is calculated to induce a habit of attention to the instruc- 
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tion imparted in every part of the sacred Scriptures when perusing 
them in course, and thus to correct the very common practice, 
even among Christians, of reading their Bibles without observing 
the sentiments intended to be communicated by the Holy Spirit. 


6. It furnishes the pastor with an opportunity of making a prac- 


tical and personal application, to this interesting portion of his 
flock, of every part of the sacred volume.” 


{> 


10. 


11, 


13. 


14. 








THE LITTLE CHILD’S CATECHISM IN RHYME. 
By a Sunday School Teacher. 


- Q. Who made you, child, and bade 


you live ?>— 
A. God did my life and spir-it give. 


. Q. Who keeps you safe-ly, can you 


tell ?-— 
A. God keeps me safe and makes me 
well. 


. Q. How has God shown the way of 


truth ?>— 
A. The Bi-ble is the guide of youth. 


. Q. How should you act to God a- 


bove ?— 
A. With fear and honour, praise and 
love. 


. Q. Does God know all you door say? 


& 


. Yes: and my thoughts, both night 
and day. 

. Have youan e-vil heart with-in? 

Yes : I was e-ven born in sin. 

How does your heart its bad-ness 
show °— 

By sin-ful words, and actions too. 

Is not God ang-ry when we sin?— 

Yes: O how wick-ed I have been. 

What do your sins de-serve t’ ob- 
tain.— 

Pres-ent and ev-er-last-ing pain, 

And can you save your-self from 
wo ?— 

I can-not save my-self I know. 

Have you the power to change 
your heart ?— 

No: ‘tis so prone from good to 
start, 


@& Ob ORO OBO 


~ 


give ?— 
Je-sus : who di-ed that we might 
live. 
. What proves Christ’s wil-ling- 
ness to save °-— 
- His life, his cross, his death, his 
grave. 
. Can none but Christ for sin a- 
tone ?>— 
. The blood of Je-sus Christ alone. 


® © ® © & & 


Who then can peace and par-don ~ 


15. 


16. 


17. 


18. 


19. 


20. 


21. 


22. 


27. 


@. And how may you this grace re- 
ceive ?>— 
- In Je-sus Christ I must be-lieve. 
. Must you repent with humble 
heart? 
Yes: and from ev'ry sin de-part. 
. From God what bles-sing should 
you seek ? 
Lord save my soul for Je-sus’ 
sake. 
Should you love Christ, who was 
so good ?>— 
O yes: with all my heart I should. 
. Did Christ become a little child? 
. Yes: ho-ly, hum-ble, meek, and 
mild. ' 
. What did his early hist’ry show ? 
Jesus in strength and wisdom 
grew. 
What was fore-told of Jesus’ 
grace ?— 
The lambs he’ll on his bo-som 
place. 
. And were the young thus lov’d 
and blest >— 
. Christ took and clasp’d them to 
his breast. 
. What did Christ say, though 
young we be ?>— 
. Let lit-tle chil-dren come to me. 
. Does Christ still view the young 
with love ?— 
. Yes: on his glo-ri-ous throne a- 
bove. 
How should a child be-gin to 
pray ?— 
. Lord, teach me what to think and 
say. 
Q. Will God regard the hymns you 
raise ?— 
A. Yes: Je-sus loves an in-fant’s 
praise. 
Q. Who on-ly can ‘di-rect your 
youth ?— 
A. The Ho-ly Spir-it, God of trath. 
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28. Q. Must you of ev-ry lie be-ware ?— 
A. Yes: with most strict and con- 


29. 


30. 


A. 


31. 


© ®O 


A. 


33. Q 


A. 


34. Q. 


A. 
* Or Brother.—t Or Sister. 


stant care. 


Q. Must you all e-vil tem-pers flee ? 
A. I must not in a pas-sion be. 
Q 


. Must you your book and wis-dom 


prize ?— 

Yes: I must be both good and 
wise. 

. How must a child to o-thers be ? 

. As I would have them act to me. 

. What must you to your Pa-rents 
show ?— 

O-be-dience, love, and hon-our 
too. 

. What must your Bro-thers* in 
you find ?>— 

A heart that’s al-ways mild and 
kind. 

Must you your Sis-terst al-ways 
love ?>— 

Yes : and be gentle as a dove. 


two questions will be omitted. 


7. 
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35. Q. How must you act to all you 


know ?— 
A. I must all love and kind-ness 


show. 


36. Q. Do lit-tle chil-dren of-ten die ?—~ 


4. Yes: quite as young and strong 
as I, 


37. Q. Will Je-sus judge the “‘small and 


eat ?”— 
A Yes: and will fix their end-less 
state. 


38. Q. Where shall the wick-ed sin-ner 


dwell ?>— 
A. With ev-er-last-ing flames, in hell. 


39, Q. What should you wish, if call’d 


to die ?_— , 
A. To be with Christ a-bove the sky. 


40. Q. Where will good chil-dren ev-er 


— 
A. In heav’n, their Sa-viour, Christ, 
to see, 


When there are neither of these relations, of course these 


QUESTIONS AND SUBJECTS. 
For Sunday School Children to find Proofs from Scripture. 


In our second number, for March, p. 166, we gave six propositions on 
the Natural Perfections of God, to find proofs from Scripture ; we now 
proceed with the subject, hoping they will be found useful, not only in Sun- 
day Schools, but in families where there are children. 


MORAL CHARACTER OF GOD. 


8. That God is just. 
9. That God is merciful. 


10. 
11. 
12. 


13. That we are born in sin. 


created. 


Find proofs that God is holy or righteous. 


That God is good and kind to all. 
Find proofs that Man was made upright or holy. 
That Man has fallen from the state in which he was first 


14. That the heart of Man is wicked, and all his thoughts evil. 
15. That all have sinned, and that there is not one righteous. 
16. That God is angry with sinners, and that He has threat- 
ened to punish the wicked. 

19. Who is Jesus Christ? 
20. For what purpose did Jesus Christ come into the world? 
21. Can we be saved by our works? 

22. That we must be justified or saved through what Jesus 


Christ bas done. 


23. That Jesus Christ is the Mediator between God and man. 





(To be continued.) 
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Review. 


Tue Ornactes or Gov.—4 Sermon, delivered at Boston, Jan. 21, 1824, be- 
Sore the Mdrine Bible Society of that city and its vicinity. EpwakpD 
Payson, Pastor of the second Church in Portland. Portland, 1824. 


The Rev. Dr. Payson is favourably known to the religious | 


em as the author of an address delivered before the Marine 
ible Society of Portland, a few years since, which has been ex- 
tensively circulated in this country and in England, and transla- 
ted into the modern Greek, French, Russ, and we believe the 
German, and Italian languages. We are happy to find him again 
employing the powers of a highly cultivated and well furnished 
mind, and his pulpit talents in standing forth as the advocate of 
what is aptly termed “ The Sailor’s Cause.” 

We have two objects in view, in bringing this sermon to the 
notice of our readers: 1. To excite in them a deeper reverence, 
and a more prayerful attention to the “ Oracles of God ;” and 2. 
To enlist their pious and humane attention in behalf of that class 
of our fellow-men, whose cause we habitually plead in another 
part of our work. The whole of this sermon, we consider most 
excellent ; and we regret that our limits will not allow us to make 
larger and more varied extracts. 

Our author has chosen for his text Romans, iii. 1,2. “ What 
advantage then hath the Jew? or what profit is there of circumci- 
sion 2? much every way ; chiefly, because that unto them were com- 
mitted the oracles of God,” and after an appropriate introduction, 
arrives at the main object which he designs to illustrate, viz. The 
value of the Scriptures. He alludes, and most happily, we con- 
ceive, to the use anciently made of heathen Oracles, and the Urim 
and Thummim of the Jews, and shows that the Scriptures are 
incomparably better for us than both ; as in them we have, with- 
out expense of journey to consult them, the whole mind and will 
of God, for our salvation. To illustrate the value of the Scrip- 
tures, he introduces “‘a serious reflecting inquirer after truth,” who 
has pursued his inquiries “as far as unassisted human intellect 
can go:” bewildered, and perplexed with conflicting theories ; 
yet altogether unenlightened by revelation, he is introduced to 
the Scriptures as to the living Oracles of God, which can alone 
solve all his doubts. He first tremblingly asks, 

*“¢ To whom are the heavens above me, the world which I inhabit, and 
the various objects with which it is filled, indebted for their existence” A 
mild, but majestic voice replies from the oracle—‘ In the beginning, God 
created the heavens, and the earth, and all that is therein.’ Startled by the 
scarcely expected answer, but svon recovering his self-possession, the in- 
quirer eagerly exclaims, ‘Who is God—what is his nature—his charac- 
ter—his attributes? ‘God,’ replies the voice, ‘is a Spirit: He is from 
everlasting to everlasting, without beginning of days, or end of years ; and 
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with him is no variableness, nor shadow of turning ; He fills heaven and 
earth; He searches the hearts, and tries the reins of the children of men ; 
He is the only Wise, the Almighty, the High, and Holy, and Just,’One ; 
He is Jehovah, Jehovah God, merciful and gracious, long suffering, and 
abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving 
iniquity, transgression, and sin; but one who will by no means clear the 
guilty.’ A solemn pause ensues. The inquirer’s mind is overwhelmed. 
It labours, it sinks, it faints, while vainly attempting to grasp the illimitable, 
incomprehensible Being, now, for the first time, disclosed to its view. But 
a new and more powerful motive now stimulates his inquiries, and, with 
augmented interest, he asks, ‘ Does any relation or connexion subsist be- 
tween this God and myself?’ ‘He is thy maker,’ returns the oracle, 
‘the Father of thy spirit, and thy Preserver ; He it is who giveth thee rich- 
ly all things to enjoy; He is thy Soverejgn, thy Lawgiver, and thy Judge ; 
in Him thou dost live, and move, and exist, nor can any one deliver thee 
out of his hands; and when, at death, thy dust shall return to the earth as 
it was, thy spirit will return to God who gave it.’ .‘ How,’ resumes the 
inquirer, ‘ will he then receive me?’ ‘ He will reward thee according to 
thy works.’ ‘ What are the works,’ the inquirer asks, ‘ which this Sove- 
reign requires of me?’ ‘Thou shalt love the Lord thy God, with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy ——. 
Every transgression of this law is a sin; and the soul that sinneth shall die.’ 
‘ Have I sinned ?’ the inquirer tremblingly asks. ‘ All,’ replies the oracle, 
‘have sinned, and come short of the glory of God. The God in whose 
hand thy breath is, and- whose are all thy ways, thou hast not glerified.’ 
A new sensation, the sensation of conscious guilt, now oppresses the in- 

irer, and with increased anxiety he asks, is there any way in. whieh 

e pardon of sin may be obtained?” ‘The blood of Jesus Christ,’ replies 
the.oracle, ‘cleanseth from all sin. He that confesseth and forsaketh his 
sins shall find wer * But to whom shall I confess them ?’ the inquirer 
resumes ; ‘ where shall I-find the God whom I have offended, that: | may 
acknowledge my transgressions, and implore his mercy” ‘ He is aGod 
at hand,’ returns the voice; ‘He is not far from thee; I, who speak to 
thee, am he.’ ‘God be merciful to me a sinner,’ exclaims the inquirer, 
smiting upon his breast, and not daring to lift his eyes toward the oracle: 
‘ What, Lord, wilt thou have me to do? ‘ Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ,’ answers the voice, ‘and thou shalt be saved.’ ‘Lord, who is 
Jesus Christ? that I may believe on him? ‘Heis my beloved Son, whom 
I have set forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood ; Hear thou 
him, for there is salvation in no other.’ Such are, probably, some of the 
questions which would be asked by the supposed inquirer; and such are, 
in substance, the answers which he would receive from the oracles of God. 
That these answers contain but a very small part of the information whieh 
may be drawn from them, it is needless to remind you. Yet of this small 
part only, who can compute the value? Who can say what it would be 
worth to one who should rightly improve it? ‘To being situated as we 
are—to immortal, accountable, sinful creatures, hastening to eternity, to the 
tribunal of a justly offended God ; what is wealth, what is liberty, what is 
life itself, compared with such information as this ? compared with instrue- 
tions, which make them wise unto salvation ? compared with that know- 
ledge of God, and of Jesus Christ, which is eternal life ?” 


After disposing of two objections against the idea, that the 
Scriptures are thus important to us, the author proceeds to show 
reasons why we so seldom receive satisfactory answers from them 
as an oracle. These reasons summarily are, we peruse them 
with too little reverence, without sincerity, or, “a real desire to 
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know our duty,” with unbelief, and without prayer. Under this 
last reason, he says; . 


“ He, then, who reads the Scriptures without prayer, does not really con- 
sult them ; does not ireat them as an oracle ; and, therefore, shall not find 
them such. It is to him, who first humbly speaks to God, that God will 
condescend to speak. It is to him, who with the temper of a little child, 
and with a heart which receives the truth in the love of it, consults the ora- 
cle upon his knees, and prays over every response, that God will unlock all 
his hidden treasures of wisdom and knowledge. He who, in this manner, 
daily consults it, shall be guided as safely as an all-wise God can guide him ; 
and conducted to heaven as certainly as there is a heaven; for if he who 
walketh with wise men shall be wise, how much more shall he who walk- 
eth with God? Whatever else we neglect, then, let us not neglect the 
Scriptures. Whatever else we consult, let us not fail to consult the ora- 
cles of Ged. Should we be guilty of this negligence, the Queen of the 
South will rise up in the judgment, and condemn us ; for she came from the 
uttermost parts of the earth to hear the wisdom of Solomon ; but wisdom, 
infinitely greater than that of Solomon, ishere. Nay, the heathen will rise 
up and condemn us; for they spared no labour or expense in consulting 
their worthless oracles ; but we have the living oracles of the living God in 
our hands, and may at all times consult them, without expense, and with- 
out fatigue. Who, then, will be so much his own enemy as to neglect 
them? When the Infinite, the All-wise, the Almighty God, stooping from 
his eternal throne in the heavens, condescends to address us as a father; to 
— before us a transcript of his mind and his heart ; to converse with us 

miliarly, ‘as a man talketh with his friend ; to narrate the history of his 
past works, and of past ages ; and to reveal to us future scenes, and events; 
and when the information, thus communicated, involves the fate of the 
world which we inhabit, our own eternal destiny, and that of our fellow 
creatures ; who can be so insensible, so sottish, so impious, as to refuse at- 
tention !” 

He then proceeds to illustrate the duty of giving the Scrip- 
tures to the destitute; and particularly to seamen. This isa 
debt which we owe tothem. In relation to the various institu- 
tions in this city, formed to give the gospel to seamen, we would 
say to our fellow-citizens of New-York, read the following : 

“ To them this city, in common with all other commercial cities, is in- 
debted for its prosperity. Their direct,or in direct agency has erected, de- 
corated, and furnished your houses, replenished your stores, and increased 
your wealth and population to their present extent. Take away seamen, 
and where is commerce? Take away commerce, and where is the pros- 
perity of this city? They are the hands which she extends to the east, 
and to the west, to grasp, and bring home to her bosom, the rich fruits of 
widely distant climes. ‘To them we are all indebted for the various foreign 
productions, which compose so large a part of the conveniences, and even 
necessaries, of civilized life. You can visit no town, you can scarcely find 


a cottage, in our country, to the support and comfort of whose inhabitants 
mariners have not contributed.” 


To procure these for us, has often cost them the hazard not 
only of their lives, but “‘ their eternal interests.” Thus it is, that 
many of our temporal comforts are often “ obtained at an ex- 


pense infinitely transcending their value.”—Attend to what 
follows. 
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“ Did we view this subject in the light of revelation, and feel in view of 
it as we ought, it may well be doubted, whether we could enjoy the pro- 
ductions thus obtained, or even consent to make use of them. When Da- 
vid thirsted for water out of the well of Bethlehem, whence he had often 
drawn refreshment in his youthful days, and some of his soldiers, at the 
hazard of their lives, broke through an opposing army to procure for him a 
cup of this much desired water, he refused to drink of it, but poured it out 
before the Lord, exclaiming, ‘ Be it far from me that | should do this ;’ is 
it not the blood of the men, who went in jeopardy of their lives? He felt 
that water, thus obtained, was too precious for a mortal’s lips: too precious 
for any other use, than that of being offered to the Lord of life. And who 
will deny that this was the language, that these were the genuine feelings, 
of a noble, benevolent, pious mind? Yet how often do we forget to exer- 
cise similar feelings, in similar circumstances? How often do we, without 
reflection, eat, and-drink, and wear, the price of blood, the blood of the 
soul! How deeply died with this blood are foreign productions, before they 
reach our hands! How many of our fellow immortals have sunk, not in 
the ocean merely, but in the gulf of perdition, that we might be gratified 
with the fruits of other climes !” 


Piracies are represented as a scourge of God on commer- 
cial nations, for their criminal neglect of the religious interests 
of seamen. The following picture, gloomy as it is, of the down- 
ward course to piracy and perdition, should never be read with- 
out repentance, and opening wide the hand of charity to sea- 
men.—F or seamen, what have Christian nations done? 


“They commit the mariner to the ocean at an early age, before his cha- 
racter is formed, or his principles established. Inexperienced, unarmed, 
unprepared for the assault, he is there assailed by temptations, which it 
would require the full vigour of mature, and deeply rooted, virtuous prin- 
ciple to resist. Day after day, and year after year, the assault is continued, 
without intermission, and in almost every conceivable variety of form; 
while no friendly hand is extended to aid, no cheering voice is employed to 
encourage him in maintaining the arduous conflict. Can we then wonder, 
that, sooner or later, he is overcome? And when he is once overcome, 
whence shall he derive inducement, or encouragement, to resume the 
contest? He has, indeed, a conscience, and, for a time, it will speak. 
But though this monitor may reproach him for his fall, she cannot assist 
him to rise ; she cannot even inform him where assistance may be obtained. 
The oracles of God would give him this information, but he has them not. 
Destitute of this guide, the reproaches of an accusing conscience serve only 
to torment him. They become too painful to be endured ; how shall he 
silence them? There is one way, a terrible, a desperate way indeed, but 
he knows no other. Example points it out to him, and urges him to follow 
it; and he obeys. He flies to the intoxicating bowl, drowns his reason and 
his conscience together, and by degrees, becomes a beast, nay, an incarnate 
fiend. What is now to restrain him from crime, from piracy, from murder ? 
What is to prevent the remainder of his wretched life from being spent 
in the perpetration of every outrage which excites the abhorrence of earth, 
and the indignation of heaven? Suppose it (the supposition is, alas! too 
often realized) to be thus spent. Death, which comes to all, must at length 
come to him. It may come as the messenger of public justice ; or it may 
come in the form of what we call a casualty, and hurry him to the bar of 
his offended God, in a fit of intoxication, or with a half-uttered curse upon 
his lips. My hearers, this is no fiction. It is the real history of hundreds, 
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probably of thousands; of many, too, who commenced the voyage of life 
with prospects no less bright, with hopes no less sanguine than your own. 
And who, that has the feelings of a man, can contemplate, unmoved, ruin 
like this ? ruin so complete, so terrible, so hopeless !” 

Reader! with this picture before you, if you have the feelings 
of a Christian, or of a man, you will ask, what ts to be done? Look 
on the languishing state of our Marine Bible Society, and the 


SOCIETY FOR PROMOTING THE GOSPEL AMONG SEAMEN ; 


to your final account, as the stewards of God’s bounty, and then 
read the following, while a crowd of guilty, destitute seamen, like 
a throng of wretched pilgrims, pass before you on the way to ruin ; 
and with all the eloquence of moral wretchedness imploring your 
relief. Pointing at them, God speaks to you— 

“¢Withhold not good from them to whom it is due, when it is in the 
power of thy hand to do it, but, as thou hast opportunity, do good to all 
men.’ Can any thing more be necessary ? Surely, no one will insult Jeho- 
vah by asking, whether it is doing good to seamen, to place his word in 
their hands. Surely, no one can doubt whether, should He address us 
from heaven, he would command us to furnish them with the Scriptures. 
Some may, however, wish to inquire, whether the efforts, which are now 
making to promoie the religious interests of seamen, will be crowned with 
ultimate success. To their inquiries, this is the answer: ‘ The abundance 
of the seas shall be converted unto the church of God; the ships of Tar- 
shish shall bring her sons from far, their silver and their gold with them, 
unto the name of the Lord, and the earth shall be full of the knowledge of 
Jehovah, even as the waters cover the seas.’ My hearers, we shall add no 
more. When God speaks, it becomes man to be silent.” 


—— —— 
———— 


1 A letter from Bishop Cuase, on the subject of his going to Eng- 
land for the relief of the Episcopal Church in the state of Okco. 
Addressed to the Rt. Rev. Bishop Wurre.—N. York, 1823. 


2. Documents respecting the Church—published in “Christian Journal” 
for January, 1824. 


(Concluded from p. 203.) 


From the view which has been taken, with all plainness indeed, 
but with that candour and impartiality, we trust, which becomes 
us as Reviewers ; we think the following points are indisputably 
and undeniably established : that it is highly expedient, and not 
only so, that it is an imperative duty, to furnish with missionary 
aid, not only Ohio, but the whole of the states west of the Allegha- 
ny mountains; that, in order that this aid may be permanent, re- 
gular, and extensive, it is essentially important and necessary, that 
one institution at least for theological instruction, should be es- 
tablished in that district of country—that the Episcopal church 
in Ohio, being regularly and fully organized, has the exclusive 
right to make provision within its own limits, for furnishing these 
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missionary labours ; and that no other Episcopal body is com- 


petent to send missionaries among them, or in any way to sup- 
ply them with missionary aid, without her assent and permission— 
that every diocess, and therefore Ohio among the rest, has the 
indisputable right to establish diocesan theological schools or 
seminaries, unconnected with the General Theological Seminary 
of the Episcopal church ; which right has been established be- 
yond controversy, by the General Convention's having sanction- 
ed and acknowledged the local school founded by the Conven- 
tion of the church in the state of New-York, under circumstances 
which, if any could, were peculiarly calculated to call forth its 
disapprobation and reprehension ; and that the church in Ohio, 
having established a Wissicoats Society, and resolved on found- 
ing a Diocesan Theological Seminary, was the best qualified to 
judge, and was altogether competent to decide, on the question 
of the means to be employed for the carrying of these important 
plans into effect. 

The circumstance of their Bishop’s having applied to his breth- 
ren for counsel, did not concede to them the right to dictate, nor 
deprive him of the right to act. It was application for advice, 
on a difficult, interesting and highly important subject. This 
advice was withbeld, or at least did not come to hand, from May 
to September; until after the church in Ohio, from the urgency 
of her situation, had formed her determination, and her repre- 
sentative had made all his arrangements, and was actually on 
his way to take his departure. This ought to be borne in mind. 
It was not until Bishop Chase, after having travelled upwards of 
six hundred miles, arrived at Kingston in this state, almost at the 
very point of entering upon his intended voyage—after he had 
broken up his family, sold his farm, and encountered the princi- 
pal difficulties of the undertaking, that he received the letters 
of Bishops White and Hobart, expressing their disapprobation 
of the contemplated measures. Under circumstances like these, 
what must have been the poignancy of his feelings, to receive 
the following disheartening counsel : 

“Fully persuaded that the only wise and prudent measure is to stop be- 
fore you proceed further, in a course which will involve you in difficulty and 
trouble, and subject you to the mortification of failure, under the conscious- 
ness of having disregarded the many weighty considerations which were 
presented in opposition, I would most respectfully and affectionately urge 
on you the relinquishment of it.” * 

To relinquish then was not left to his choice. The — 
ment had been made. Every thing had been put to hazard. 
And all that then remained was, to proceed, be the issue what it 
might. Does it not seem cruel, in such circumstances, to raise the 
standard of opposition! Would it not have been better, and in 


* Bishop Hobart’s letter to Bishop Chase. 
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every way more in accordance with the “bowels of Christian 
mercy,” to have left him unmolested to make the experiment, 
unannoyed with other opposing difficulties than such as would 
inevitably arise ? 

With regard to the measure of making application for aid to 
the pious in England; while as Americans we readily confess 
that we should have much preferred, that the contributions, and 
the opening for contributions amcng ourselves, had been suffi- 
ciently encouraging to prevent the necessity for such an appeal ; 
yet, as Christians, we can see no sufficient reason for refusing 
to receive the assistance of our benevolent brethren in other 
Christian Jands; but, on the contrary, taking it for granted that 
such assistance can on application be obtained, we should con- 
sider it a great dereliction of duty, to suffer perishing millions to 
be deprived of the ordinances of divine grace, from “a sentiment 
of national pride.” * 

As to any “effect which might be produced in our civil insti- 
tutions in the United States,” that objection, as we have already 
shown, can apply only to an application from the collective body 
of the church in this country to the church of England, which 
forms a part of the government of the state. Yet it is a singular 
circumstance, that Bp. Hobart, who had urged this as the lead- 
ing and most powerful objection to the application from Ohio, to 
which it did not apply, should adopt this most objectionable 
form, in anticipating the appeal from his Right Reverend brother. 
Though not authorized by the General Convention, which he de- 
clares to be “the only organ through which that authority can be 
conveyed ;” he yet has taken upon him to make “an appeal in 
her behalf to the parent church tn Great Britain,” in discharging, 
as he says, “ an act of duty to the Protestant Episcopal Church in 
the United States, by apprizing its friends of the sense which it en- 


* We intended to have added here several extracts which would have shown the 
reciprocal desire of British and American Christians, to exercise mutual Christian 
charity, and aid each other in the promotion of their great benevolent objects.— 
Wicriam Witeerrorce, Esq. M. P. a distinguished member of the established 
church of England, in a letter to the Secretary of the American Board of Com- 
missioners for Foreign Missions, respecting their missious in the East Indies, says: 
“IT can truly declare to you, that! never can be employed in any manner more 
gratifying to my feelings, than when I am co-operating with my Christian brethren 
of the United States for the accomplishment of any common labour of love.—It has 
been delightful to see, that the institutions of both countries, for the purposes of 
Christian benevolence, have had the blessed effect, besides their direct object, of 
cementing the mutual attachment of all good men, on both sides of the Atlantic, 
towards each other.” 

Witoiam Taytor Moyey, Esq. another member of the British Parliament, in a let 
ter to the Rev. Samuel Nott, Jun. observes: “ I shall ke most happy to forward the 
interests of the American Mission at Bombay, to which | feel warmly attached, 
from previous experience of its great usefulness, and great esteem for its members.” 

Other testimonies are not wanting to show how great is the desire of Christians 
on both sides of the Atlantic, to unite their offorts to promote the extension of the 
Redeemer’s kingfom ; but our limits forbid further extracts, See Christian Herald, 
Vol. VIII. pp. 472, 486, Vol. IX. p. 493, ete. 
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tertains of the paramount claims of its NATIONAL ESTABLISHMENTS 
to benevolent consideration.” 

The representative of the church in Ohio made no such preten- 
sions. He sought not to make “erroneous impressions,” by claim- 
ing to be clothed with authority from the General Church; but 
appeared only in the name of that diocess, and invested with the 
appointment of her convention. To an application, therefore, 


thus authorized, this only solid objection did not apply. 


When the measure was determined on, of making application 
to the pious in England; the most weighty consideration was, 
the obtaining of a proper person to act as representative of the 
church in Ohio. The Rev. Philander Chase, Jun. was first con- 
templated. ‘The zeal which he had displayed, and the exertions 
which he had used in soliciting the benefactions of Episcopalians 
in the eastern states, afforded a sure pledge of his faithful labours 
in the cause. And his being the son of the Bishop, whose pious 
labours in the west were not unknown in England, would have 
secured him a favourable reception. But it pleased Divine Pro- 
vidence to frustrate this design, by depriving him of health, and 
bringing him to the brink of the grave. What then was to be 
done? Another as suitable character among the other clergy could 
not probably be obtained. Should an ebject so important be 
abandoned, and thus all their past labours be lost, and the fond 
anticipations of flattering prospects for the future be relinquish- 
ed? In this moment of awful doubt and suspense, it was for the 
Bishop to determine whether he would fill the gap, by comply- 
ing with the wishes and the request of the church, in himself un- 
dertaking the charge. It doubtless cost him much agonizing re- 
flection ; as it exposed him to many heart-rending Spsieilens, 
and most appalling hazards. But, after deep consideration, and 
seeking, no doubt, for direction from on high, he resolved, and 
we hesitate not to say, nobly resolved, to put every thing to ha- 
zard, and cast himself upon the good providence of God. 

In this determination, many points of vast moment are to be 
taken into the account. Funds were to be provided; for, the 
church was unsupplied, except with a sum which had been con- 
tributed for a specific object ; and the application of which to the 
mission to England, might subject them to the charge of mal-ad- 
ministration. The Bishop therefore must himself supply the 
means. And in order to this, he must deprive his family for the 
present of the scanty pittance which he had provided for their 
support; and expose them to the risk of final, total deprivation, 
should the undertaking fail. On removing to Ohio, he had in- 
vested the small savings from his previous earnings, in a farm, 
to furnish the means of support, while engaged in the work of 
the ministry, without any certain and stipulated provision. This 
he worked, in great measure, with his own hands; and on its 
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—— placed his principal dependence. But this must now 


e surrendered, in order to defray the expenses of his voyage, 
and continuance abroad ; and he can expect remuneration only 
in the event of success. His family, thus deprived of a home, is 
consequently of necessity broken up; and left with relations, to 
wait in awful suspense the issue of the mission. Under circum- 
stances like these, independently of all religious considerations for 
the advancement of the kingdom of the great Head of the chureh; 
there is a manifest unkindness in raising opposition, even sup- 
posing the individual cuncerned to be mistaken in his views. 

The grand objection to this determination and undertaking of 
the Bishop of Ohiv, is, “ the disunited view in which” the “ ap- 
lication would present the American church to her friends in 
England,” and “that such a measure would tend to degrade 
there, as well as elsewhere, the character of the American Epis- 
copacy.”* 

_ What disunion could have.been exhibited in the measure itself, 
further than a diversity of sentiment on a question of expediency, 
we are, we confess, at a loss to discover. That an exhibition of 
disunion, and indeed of hostility, has grown out of it; we ac- 
knowledge, and lament. And, while the degradation of the Ame- 
rican Episcopacy, arising from the circumstance of one of her Bi- 
shops’ endeavouring by all the means in his power, to promote 
the growth and prosperity of the church committed to his 
charge, is merely imaginary, and founded on mistaken views ; 
there is a real, a humiliating, and a lamentable degradation in- 
curred, by the determined hostility which is manifested, and the 

irit with which it is carried on. That two of the Bishops of 

e American church, happening to pay a visit to England at 
the same time, though for widely different purposes, should, in- 
stead of displaying that brotherly affection which ought certainly 
to exist between the “ highest officers” of the church, be arraign- 
ed before the people of England in the public prints, and before 
that: parent church which they venerate, as opponents and con- 
troversialists: What can affix a more indelible stain ?—But on 
whom rests the solemn responsibility for this lasting stigma on 
the American Episcopate ? 

The Editor of the “ Christian Journal,” in presenting the 
“ Documents respecting the Church,” observes: “ The evil of 
bringing these matters before the church of England was done 
by others. Bishop Hobart thus found himself placed in a situa- 
tion, in which it became his duty, however painful, to seek to 
correct and prevent erroneous impressions.” 

This conclusion is prefaced by the delaration: “ We under- 
stand the following are the reasons which rendered the commu- 


* Bishop Hobart’s letter to Bishop Chase. 
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nications on the part of Bishop Hobart necessary and proper.” 
Among these reasons is the following : 


“To counteract the erroneous representations which were made of his 
own views and conduct in this business, Bishop Chase was engayed in 
circulating the pamphlet which he had published ‘ on the subject of his go- 
ing to England,’ in which, professing to give a candid statement, he had 
withheld two communications to him from Bishop White, and another from 
Bishop Brownell, deprecating the plan of a Theological Seminary in the 
state of Ohio, and endeavoured to present Bishop Hobart in an unfavoura- 
ble point of view.” 


These “reasons” could be “understood” only from Bishop Ho- 
bart himself, by whom the “‘ documents” were transmitted : and 
the sentiments expressed are precisely the same, and in the same 
language, as are contained in the letter of Bishop Hobart to Bi- 
shop Chase, and in the “ Notes” to which they are appended.* 

(To be concluded in our next.) 


* hoe are unavoidably compelled to defer the conclusion of this article to our next 
number. 


OOO. 
Kutelligeuce. 


UNITED STATES.--ReEporT ON INDIAN AFFAIRS. 


Report of the Committee on Indian Affairs, who were wstructed, by a resolution of 
the House of Representatives, to inquire. into the expediency of repealing the act 
making provision ir the civiligation of the Indian tribes adjoining the frontier 
settlements of the United States, &c. &c. 

March 28, 1824. 

The Committee on Indian Affairs, to whom was referred the resolution of the 6th 
of January, instructing them to inquire into the expediency of repealing an act, 
entitled “ An act making provision for the civilization of the Indian tribes ad- 
joining the frontier settlements,” passed on the 3d of March, 1819, 

Report: 

That they have examined the subject embraced by the resolution, and 
beg leave to submit the following statement. 

The committee have carefully examined the measures which have been 
adopted for the disbursement of the annual allowance made by this law, 
and find them very judicious, and such as are best calculated to effectuate 
the benevolent designs of the government. Although the reports hereto- 
fore made by the Secretary of War, contained the rules by which the sum 
granted was to be apportioned and paid, the committee annex them to this 
report, and wish them to be referred to as a part of it. The committee 
also submit a statement, showing the different sums paid to the Indian 
schools which have been organized, and the number of scholars taught at 
each school. 

From this statement it will appear, that twenty-one schools have been 
established ; all, except three, since the are of the above law, and, prin- 
cipally, by the means which it affords. At these schools there are taught 
more than eight hundred scholars, whose progress in the acquisition of an 
English education exceeds the most sanguine expectations that had been 
formed. 
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Very comfortable school-houses have been erected for the accommoda- 
tion of the different schools, and, in most cases, convenient dwellings for 
the teachers. 

So far as the committee have been able to ascertain, the plan of educa- 
tion has been very judicious, and no pains seem to have been spared to ex- 
tend to the Indians the full benefit oft the law. 

All the schools are increasing, and so urgent is the wish of the Indians to 
have their children educated, that numerous applications are refused, from 
the limited means which the schools possess. The time of the children is 
not wholly devoted to their books while at school ; the girls are instructed 
in such arts as are suited to female industry in civilized life, and the boys 
are required to devote a part of their time in acquiring a knowledge of hus- 
bandry. The advances of male and female in these ace are most sa- 
tisfactory, and have already had no small influence in inducing their parents 
to become less fond of an erratic life, and more inclined to have fixed resi- 
dences, and rely for their support on the cultivation of the greund. Such 
has been the eflect of the above circumstances, combined with some others, 
not more influential, that at many of the places where schools have been 
established, the Indians have already constructed comfortable dwellings, 
and now cultivate farms of considerable extent. They have become the 
owners of property necessary to agricultural pursuits, and for the conve- 
niences of life. 

The committee are aware, that very considerable aids have been given 
by different Christian denominations, all of whom feel a deep interest in 
the —— views of the government. But the committee are well per- 
suaded, that, had the government afforded no pecuniary aid, very few, if 
any, of the benefits which have been conferred, would have been experien- 

by the Indians. The annual appropriation of ten thousand dollars has 
encouraged the benevolent and pious, in many parts of the country, to 
form associations and collect donations, with the view of aiding the hu- 
mane purposes of the government. Hundreds of such associations are now 
in active operation ; and they are much cheered in their exertions by the 
rapid advances to civilization which the Indians have made. 
t requires but little research to convince every candid mind, that the 
t of civilizing our Indians was never so promising as at this time. 
ever were means, for the accomplishment of this object, so judiciously 
devised and so faithfully applied, as provided in the above act, and the aux- 
iliary aids which it has encouraged. It is believed to be an essential part 
of any plan for Indian civilization, that with the rudiments of education, the 
males should be taught the arts of husbandry, and the females to perform 
those domestic duties which peculiarly belong to their stations in civilized 
life. The attempts which have heretofore been made, many of which have 
failed, omitted this essential part. Many zealous, but enthusiastic per- 
sons, who have been most conspicuous in endeavouring to reclaim the In- 
dians, persuaded themselves to believe, that, to secure this object, it was 
only necessary to send missionaries among them, to instruct them in the 
Christian religion. Some of their exertions failed, without producing any 
salutary effect, because the agents employed were wholly unfitted for the 
task. Others, though productive of some good effect at first, eventually 
failed, because to their missionary labours were not added the institutes of 
education, and instruction in agriculture. These are combined in the exer- 
tions now making; and, from the good which has been done, the most 
pleasing anticipations of success are confidently cherished. There are ma- 
ny Indian nations within our boundaries, who have experienced no aid 
from these efforts ; being restricted in the means, the benefits are, conse- 
} pee limited. But the committee are assured, that the continuation of 
the appropriation, seconded by the liberal and increasing aids which are 
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afforded by voluntary contributions, will, gradually, and most effectually, 
extend the benefits of the law to the remotest tribes who inhabit our ex- 
tensive domain. This will be a work of time; and, for its accomplish- 
ment, great labour and perseverance will be necessary. The progress, how- 
ever, of this work, may be more rapid than any can now venture to anti- 
cipate. The instruction and civilization of a few enterprising youths, will 
have an immense influence on the tribes to which they belong. As the 
means are constantly applied, the numbers reclaimed will increase, and an 
increase of numbers will ensure, in a geometrical proportion, success for 
the future. It is difficult to say what may be accomplished, under such cir- 
cumstances. No one will be bold enough to denounce him as a visionary 
enthusiast, who, under such auspices, will look with great confidence to the 
entire accomplishment of the object. 

The civilization of the Indians has been viewed as a work of great na- 
tional importance, by many whose talents and public services have ren- 
dered illustrious the annals of our country. This was an object of great 
solicitude with Washington, and to all who have succeeded him. Prior to 
the passage of the above law, the attention of Congress was invited to the 
subject, in almost every annual message from the executive. If the policy 
of this measure were considered merely as a question of pecuniary interest, 
it is believed that but few would hesitate to sanction it. That it inculcates 
the most friendly disposition, on the part of the Indians, no one, well inform- 
ed on the subject, will venture to deny. 

They understand the motive of the Government, and properly appreciate 
it. So far as the benefits of this policy are extended, will this feeling be 
cherished, and it affords the safest guarantee against future wars. To say 
nothing of the valuable lives which have been lost in the Indian conflicts 
we have had, how much treasure has been expended in our defence! More 
money was expended in protecting the exposed parts of our country from 
Indian depredations, during the late war, than would be required, if judi- 
ciously applied, to secure the great plan of Indian civilization. 

Shall we, from recent injuries, indulge a spirit of hostility against these 
unfortunate people ? The principles of humanity, and the dignity of our 
Government forbid it, There is much in their condition to excite our 
sympathies, as men, and our protection, as legislators. They have been 

riven from this wide domain, to a territory far less desirable, and of limited 
extent. They are constantly receding as we are advancing. 

The Indians are not now what they once were. They have partaken of 
our vices, more than our virtues. Such is their condition, at present, that 
they must be civilized or exterminated ; no other alternative exists. He must 
be worse than savage, who can view with cold indifference an extermina- 
ar! policy. All desire their prosperity, and wish to see them brought 
within the pale of civilization. ‘The means which have been adopted, and 
of which the Jaw in question is the foundation, seem the most likely to ob- 
tain the desired result. They should not, therefore, be abandoned. The 
passage of this law was called for by many of the people in the most popu- 
Jous and influential sections of our country. Their wishes were made known 
in a language that evinced a deep interest—an interest not produced by a 
momentary excitement, but the result of much reflection, and a high sense 
of moral duty. It may be said emphatically, that the passage of this law 
was called for by a religious community. They were convinced of the cor- 
rectness of the policy, in a political point of view, and, as Christians, they 
felt the full force of the obligations which duty enjoined. Their zeal was 
tempered by reason. No fanciful schemes of proselytism seem to have 
been indulged. They formed a correct estimate of the importance of their 
undertaking, and pointed to the most judicious means for the accomplish- 
ment of their wishes. Since the passage of the law, hundreds, and thou- 
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sands, have been encouraged to contribute their mite, in aid of the wise po- 
licy of the Government. However the various denominations of profess- 
ing Christians may differ in their creeds and general doctrines, they all 
unite in their wishes that our Indians may become civilized. That this 
feeling almost universally prevails, has been declared in language too une- 
quivocal to admit of doubt. It has been seen in their words, and in their 
actions. 

The committee believe that such demonstrations are not to be regarded 
lightly ; that the National Legislature will treat them with the highest re- 
spect. If a sectarian zeal had had any agency to produce this general in- 
terest, it would be less entitled to serious consideration. But such a con- 
tracted feeling seems to have had no influence; a more noble and Chris- 
tian motive has been cherished. All unite to second the views of the Go- 
vernment, by ameliorating the condition of our Indians. They are taught 
the first rudiments of education, the duties which appertain to man as a 
member of civil society, and his accountability as a moral agent. Repeal 
this law, and his exertions are not only paralyzed, but destroyed. The In- 
dians will see, in such an act, that we feel less for their prosperity than our 
professions have encouraged them to believe; and such an impression can- 
not fail to produce the most injurious consequences. 

From the various lights in which the committee have viewed the poli- 
cy of this law, they are convinced that it is founded in justice, and should 
not be repealed. They, therefore, submit to the House the following re- 
solution : 

Resolved, That it is inexpedient to repeal the law making an annual ap- 
propriation of ten thousand dollars for the civilization of the Indians. 





———————— 


UPPER CANADA.—nNEwW-FAIRFIELD. 


The United Brethren’s Missions among the Indians in Canada, is repre- 
sented in the last number of their periodical work, [Missionary Intelligen- 
cer,]| to have increased by the arrival of sixteen persons, six of whom are 
Indians. _ 

“ The latter party consists of an old Indian woman, who was baptized 
forty-seven years ago at Old Shoenbrun, on the Muskingum, with her son, 
grandson, and great-grandchild. The son, upwards of fifty years of age, 
and in a poor state of health, being asked concerning the motive for his 
wish to live in a Christian settlement, replied : ‘I have no other wish, than 
to lay down my tabernacle of clay among you, since I cannot expect to 
live much longer. But I earnestly desire, before I shall depart, to be wash- 
ed from my sins in Holy Baptism. Now I sincerely believe ail I heard in 
my infaney at Old Shoenbrun, and since that time, concerning God, who 
became man, and died on the cross for our sins. This truth now yields to 
my soul comfort and hope, and therefore I am come to the believers, to die 
among them; for among the heathen I find no comfort nor hope for my 
soul, but only condemnation.” The mother, upwards of seventy years old, 
made a similar declaration.” 

The reader cannot but be reminded of the words of Solomon, “ Train 
up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from 
it.”—And again, “ Cast thy bread upon the waters, Jor thou shalt find it after 


— days.” 

“The 17th of September was a day of peculiar blessing, distinguished 

by the baptism of a heathen, together with her infant, and the reception of 

one — into the congregation. The former has lived here with her hus- 
for one year and a half, having removed to us from the upper Mon- 

ey-town, She is sister to Simon, who happily departed at this place last 
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spring ; and both his departure, and that of her mother, who died among 

e heathen, made deep impression on her, and excited her earnestly to 
seek the salvation of her soul. In the solemn act of baptism, at which the 
gracious presence of God was felt, she received the name of Benigna; her 
Indian name having been Gachpees (twin).” 

Accounts to the 5th of December represent the family as in good health. 
“The crops of the year were plentiful, and the Indians were favoured with 
fine weather for gathering in the harvest. The funeral of Ephraim, on the 
Sd, excited general sympathy. He had formerly been an inhabitant of 
Goshen, on the Muskingum. On his way to Detroit, his imprudent con- 
duct produced a severe illness, which shortly terminated his life, without 
leaving him time or opportunity to consider seriously his past ways. His 
mortal remains were brought to New-Fairfield, and deposited in the burial 
ground of that place.” 


~»@@eq.- 
Summary. 


Ceylon Mission—The church at this station has suffered some severe trials. 
Three of the native members have been subjects of discipline, but hopes are enter- 
tained that they all will be permitted to return to their former privileges. Kathe- 
ramun of Oodooville, Julia Aun Prince, one of the girls attached to the boarding- 
school at Panditeripo, and Conter, of Manepy, had been admitted to church mem- 
bership, after having sustained the usual trial. The case of Conter is peculiarly 
interesting, and we give the following account of the means by which he was 
brought to embrace the gospel, from the April No. of the Missionary Herald. 

He was sometime since cast into prison, and while there, with no other teaching 

than the word of God, accompanied with the influences of the Holy Ghost, he was 
brought to feel that he was a sinner, and needed a better righteousness than his own 
to justify himself before God. It appears that a man belonging to Batticotta had 
been cast into the same prison, and that brother Meigs had sent him a Testament 
to read. As this man was obliged, during the day, to be absent from the prison 
in performing some work for government, Conter had access to his book, and read 
it. He soon became so much impressed with the truths it contained, that he reprov- 
ed those who were confined with him, because they had erected an altar dedicated 
to some demon, and continued to offer up their prayers before it. His rebukes, 
however, had no good effect. They sometimes answered him, that if they did so, 
the devil would release them. At other times they became enraged, scoffed at him, 
threatened to kill him, and told him to throw his book away. As he continued 
to read, he felt more deeply the truth of what he read, and resolved that, if he 
should be released from prison, he woald seek the salvation of his soul. The time 
came when he was released, and, as the truths which had arrested his attention while 
in prison continued to have an abiding effect on his mind, he determined that he 
would visit the missionary who was settled in the parish where he lived. Agreea- 
bly to this resolution he went to the mission house, and heard Christ preached to 
him as the Way, the Truth, and the Life. By degrees he was more fully convinc- 
ed of the truths of the gospel, and felt that he must abandon his sins, and believe 
on the Lord Jesus Christ, and walk according to his commandments. After having 
given good evidence for some months that he had been taught from above, and had 
truly received Christ as his Saviour, on the 9th of February he made an open pro- 
fession of his faith. He was baptized, and received into full communion with the 
church. 

Of the Boarding Schools, it is said : By the list it will be seen that we have about 
ene hundred and forty boys and thirty girls in these schools. About thirty of these 
children are already so forward as to require much of our time in their instruction. 
As the Central School will, however, be supplied from these schools, there will be 
a vacancy, which we shall endeavour to fill as soon as possible, with the many 
names on the list sent out to us, from which we have not yet taken children. We 

feel the more confident that there will be but little delay, as the people begin more 
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fully to appreciate the benefits of our boarding schools, and are more willing than 
formerly to commit their children to our care. We feel that those benevolent indi- 
viduals and societies who have contributed to this department have no reason to 
be discouraged ; and that their charity has already had a most happy influence on 
the prospects of the mission. 


Bombay Mission. —The chapel has been completed, (except the ceiling,) and was 
dedicated on the last Friday evening in May, 1823. e exercises on the occasion 
were performed principally in Mahratta, by Messrs. Hall, Nichols, and Graves, as- 
sisted by the Rev. R. Kenney, an Episcopal Missienary. The whole expense of the 
building, in its present state, has been $4,177, leaving $2,400 to be paid by the 
centributions of Christians in this country, exclusive of the expense of improve- 
ments. A bell for the chapel is needed, as it would have the effect of calling the 
careless natives to the house of God. Within the sound of a good bell, there are 
one tundred thousand natives. 

Further communications have been received from the Missionaries at Bombay, 
ef which the latest date is September 2d. Nothing of especial interest had occur- 
red in relation to the general concerns of this mission. Mr. Hall’s child had reco- 
vered ; and though Mr. Graves and Mr, Garret had been recently visited with sick- 
ness, all the members of the Mission were then in comfortable health. 


Sandwich Islands—In a letter from Mr. Richards, dated at Lahinah, Island of 
Mowee, Aug. 30, 1823; he says—The field for usefulness here is great; and I 
have never for a moment, since I arrived, had a single fear that my usefulness, on 
these islands, wil! be limited by any thing but my own imperfections. If 1 can be 
useful any where, I can be useful in Lahinah. I see no evidence that I have been, 
or that I shall soon be, the instrument of the immediate conversion of any heathen. 
But I think I do see a work going on, which will issue in the conversion of thou- 
sands. Our temporal circumstances are more pleasant than we had reason to ex- 
pect when we left America. We however feel the need of houses of a different 
kind from those we now occupy. 

Thousands, indeed I may say almost every adult on the Sandwich Islands, is 
waiting to receive instruction; and many are waiting with high hopes. That we 
may be able to communicate this instruction, we know is your prayer, and the 
prayer of thousands who love Zion. This isan animating thought. _ . 

Messrs. Bingham & Richards made an excursion, of which the former gives the 
following account : 

Day before yesterday, Mr. Richards and I set off on an excursion to explore a 
part of the Island, and to visit the king, now on the other side. By the favour of 
the king’s mother and her husband, we obtained a good double canoe to facilitate 
our progress. We sailed along the shore in the direction of Maurakea (Mow-rah- 
ka’-ah) on Owhyhee, of which we had a view among the clouds. Seven er eight miles 
from Lahinah we alighted on shore, and walked a mile or two through a pleasant 
plantation called Oroaru, (O-ro-ah-reo,) belonging to the king’s mother, and con- 
taining one hundred and twenty-eight houses ; then joined the conoe again. We 
found that some of the people had attended divine worship. As I was giving them 
a few words of instruction, I heard a lad pronounce the name of Jesus Curist. I 
asked him by whom he had heard the name of our Saviour; he replied, “ By the 
missionaries at Lahinah.” We proceeded, sailing along the shore several miles, 
passed several plantations belonging to Urumaheihei, (Oo-roo-mah-ha-ee-ha-ee,) 
and containing together about eighty houses—then succeeded six or eight miles of 
a bold, iron-bound, mountainous, uninhabited shore, till we entered the large bay 
called Maalaea, (Mah-ah-lah-a’-ah,) and landed two or three miles from the cape, 
on the north-west. We had a light sea-breeze from the west till we doubled the 
cape, when suddenly the north-east trades struck us with violence, which we con- 
tinued to feel till night, during our walk across the isthmus, which was about ten 
miles, though the distance between the bays on the south and north is, at their 
nearest points, but about seven, At the place of our landing are about forty houses, 
occupied chiefly by fishermen. 

On the 24th of August a house of worship was dedicated at Lahinah, This 
house was erected by the king’s mother and her husband, and Krimakoo, They 
were present at the dedication, with Kamamaloo, and other important persons, and 
many of the common people. I preached in the vernacular tongue from Gen. xxviii. 
17; “ How dreadful is this place ; this is none other but the house of God, and this 
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is the gate of heaven.” Wesung in the native language the Jubilee hymn, “ Blow 
ye the trumpet,” and in English, “ Wake, Isles of the south, your redemption is 
near.’ 

There is now one church at Wymaah ; one at Hanapapa, where Mr. Whitney 
preaches weekly ; one at Hanaroorah, where public worship is usually attended 
three times a week ; one at this place ; and now the fifth in the islands is building 
by governor Adams at Kaima (Ki-mah) on Owhyhee. Four of our brethren are 
still on that island, successfully exploring it, and preaching the word, and prepar- 
ing the way for occupying that field by two new stations. 


Palestine Mission.—By a letter from Mr. Temple, dated Malta, Dec. 11, we are 
informed that Messrs. Goodell and Bird, agreeably to their expectation, left Malta 
for Palestine Oct. 24th. No intelligence from them had been received, Messrs. 
Fisk and King, were in good health on the 18th of October, engaged in an explor- 
ing tour among the convents in the neighbourhood of mount Lebanon. 

From Mr. Temple's letter we make very brief extracts. 

My courage and my hopes have been constantly increasing since I have been 
here. But we and our friends must exercise much patience, as well as indulge san- 
guine hopes, and unshaken faith. Time must elapse before any very striking ef- 
fects can be anticipated in this part of the world from the influence of a few mis- 
sionaries and a few presses. 

Last Sabbath evening, Mr. Cooke, a Wesleyan Methodist, lately labouring in 
France, arrived in this island on his way to Syria, as an exploring missionary. He 
appears to be an excellent man, and has done much good in France. He says 
that a considerable revival of religion has taken place in that part of France where 
he has laboured. His place is now supplied by one of his brethren of the same 
communion. 


Cherokee Mission—F rom the annual report of the missionaries to the Secretary of 
war, we learn that “the whole number of Cherokee children in our family, who are 
enjoying the privilege of literary, moral, and religious instruction, is sixty—thirty- 
four male, and twenty-six female. Most of this number have been in school one 
year, about one half two years, and some longer. The progress of all these equals, 
if it does not exceed, that of most children, in a given time, in civilized society. 
They pursue their several studies with more ardour, diligence, cheerfulness, and 
expertness ; submit to all directions with more promptitude, and make better pro- 
gress in every branch of a useful education, than we ever expected to witness among 
the natives of the forest. The number might be increased to a hundred or a hun- 
dred and fifty within a few days, if we would open our doors for their reception ; 
but our limited resources at present prevent our enlarging the number. Many are 
anxiously waiting for an opportunity to commit their children to our care, and 
often urge their admission with great importunity. 

The prospects of the school and mission are very flattering. ‘The reformation 
in influential individuals, a general desire existing to improve, the almost universal 
anxiety for the education of their children, the flourishing state of our school, and 
the readiness of the peeple to hear, and evident effect, in some instances, of moral 
and religious instruction, present to our view the cheering prospect of a happy 
change of society in this part of the Cherokee nation. 


Church for Negroes.—A letter from the Rev. Bishop Benade, at Salem, N. C. da- 
ted December 9, gives, says the Missionary Intelligencer, “ the pleasing intelligence 
of the solemn dedication of the newly built church for the pegroes in the immedi- 
ate vicinity of that place. About ninety negroes were collected upon the eccasion ; 
and the solemn exercises of the day were rendered still more impressive by the 
baptism of a negro woman. May this newly commenced institution tend to the 


” 


promotion of the gospel cause among that portion of our fellow beings ! 


Revival of Religion.—A friend in Connecticut writes thus :—“1 cannot forbear 
to mention generally, (for it would require hours and sheets to be particular,) 
what must gladden your heart, that revivals of religion are multiplying in Connec- 
ticut and New-England ; and God is in many places making bare his holy arm for 
the salvation of his people. There is a wonderful work in Newgate, our state- 
prison, among the prisoners, those poor abandoned wretches, outcasts from society, 
and for their crimes, confined, some for a term of years, and others for life. By 
the last accounts fourteen had become hopefully the Lord’s freed-men ; and though 
condemned by the laws of man, were delivered from the condemnation of the law of 











248 Obituary.—Notices and Acknowledgments. 


God, while twenty others, or more, were bowed down under a conviction more dis- 
tressing than their dungeon and their chains. What an astonishing display of the 
sovereignty of the Most High God! 

Episcopal Theological Seminary.—The Southern Patriot of March 13th, announ- 
ces the arrival in Charleston of the Rev. Mr. Croes, son of Bishop C. in prosecution 
of his duties as Agent of the General Theological Seminary of the Protestant Epis- 


copal Church. 
OB ee 


OBITUARY. 


REV. PHILANDER CHASE, JUN. 


Died, on the first of March, 1824, in Charleston, South-Carolina, whither 
he had gone for the benefit of his health, the Rev. Partanper Cuase, Jun. 
minister of St. James’ church, Zanesville, Ohio, son of the right reverend 
the bishop of that diocess. 

Mr. Chase was admitted by his father to the order of deacons, at Wor- 
thington, on the second Sunday after Trinity, June 11th, 1820; and to that 
of priests, in St. Paul’s church, Chillicothe, on Sunday, June 8th, 1823,—- 
For about two years after his admission to deacon’s orders, he continued 
in the station which he had previously held, of professor in Worthington 
college, performing, however, ministerial duty in the vicinity. He then 
entered upon the parochial charge, in which he continued until his death. 

A delicate constitution, and much consequent ili health, rendered una- 
voidable many interruptions to the laborious and constant discharge of du- 
ty, for which he was eminently qualified by a mind of a superior order, 
and talents improved by careful and successful study; and especially b 
ardent piety, sincere devotion to the work to which he was called of God, 
and an enlightered and firm attachment to the evangelical doctrines and 
order of the church. The same circumstances, too, had long impressed his 
friends with the fear that his ministry on earth would be but Sey Not 
less, however, on that account, is their sorrow, now that their fear has been 
realized. But it is not the sorrow of those that have no hope. A good 
and faithful servant, we may humbly trust, has been called from his post 
in the church on earth, to be united to the church in Heaven. Feeling a 
full sense of the loss to our church at large in the death of so excellent and 

romising a young clergyman, we rejoice in the alleviation of it afforded 
0a the grace of God in the gospel of his Son; and congratulating them that 
this alleviation may be so — experienced, we would express our sincere 
condolence with the bereaved diocess, and especially with the right reve- 
rend bishop of that diocess, to whom, in his.double relation to the deceased, 
the affliction must be one of double poignancy. 


NOTICES AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 


The Depravity of Mankind.—Proofs that the common theories and modes of rea- 
soning respecting the depravity of mankind exhibit it as a Physical attribute, with 
a view of the scriptural doctrine relative to the nature and character of man as a 
moral agent, Published by Lockwood, 8vo. pp. 104. 

“a. N.G.;” “Tue Sisters ;” “ Tae Pirate,” and several other communica- 
tions are received. 

We would call the attention of our readers to the Report, made to Congress, ou 
Indian Affairs, published in this number. It is an important document, and every 
friend to our Red Brethren will feel anxious to know whether the government will 
abandon them, after having the fullest evidence of the excellent effects which have 
already resulted from the Missionary establishments among the aborigines. We 
trust they will not; and hope they will not only preserve inviolate the preseni 
appropriation, but increase it, at least, in proportion to the contributions of charity 
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* The abundance of the sea shall be converted unto thee.” 
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For the Christian Herald and Seaman’s Magazine. 





THE SALVATION OF SEAMEN! 
WHAT MUST BE DONE TO EFFECT IT? 


Under this head, as an object of paramount importance, ‘atten- 
tion should be paid to the biiardinie Hoanes of sailors. The 
common sailor-boarding-houses generally are of a character to 
be deplored, and the evil resulting from it one of vast importance 
to be remedied. The keepers of these houses, certainly to 
great extent, by a peculiar adroitness of management, have con- 
trived to make the sailors feel that they are among their best 
friends, while at the same time they are their worst enemies both 
for time and eternity. These houses, to an alarming extent, are 
houses of almost every species of low and vulgar dissipation. 
If the sailor would otherwise be a sober and moral man, here he 
is allyred and hurried from one vice to another—from gambling 
to profaneness, from profaneness to drunkenness, and from 
drunkenness to lewdness, till he has neither morals, property, nor 
reputation remaining. Religion and religious men are often 
the subject of conversation in them ; and not the subject of con- 
versation only, but of cant, sneer, and ridicule. ‘The subjects of 
hell, of piety, and of future retribution, are often laughed to 
scorn, as only the bug-bears of religious fanaticism and delusion. 
Nor is this all; for, while the unsuspecting sailor listens and 
laughs at the fooleries and impieties of his infidel landlord, and 
takes from his hand the inebriating draught, often repeated, he 
is soon cheated out of his hard-earned wages, and sent out pen- 
nyless on the world. These landlords are often made the de- 
positaries of the sailor’s wages when he comes on shore, and 
give promises, and inspire confidence, that the money deposi- 
ted shall be faithfully preserved ; but these promises are often 
most wickedly violated, and this confidence most basely beuree 

Now the passing wonder may, to a stranger, seem to be this: 
that these men should, after having such a piece of deception, 
(not to say knavery,) once practised upon them, ever again visit 
such a house. It should seem, that they would not only shun 
it themselves, but also use all their influence to prevent others 
from falling into the snare where they had once been taken. 
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The very fact that they do not do this, may, by some, be thought 
to throw a suspicion over their own testimony, in regard to their 
treatment by the landlords. The solution of this whole difficulty 
is; the sailors, when they come on shore, must go somewhere. 
They have often tried changes, and it has proved about an equal 
chance, to be from bad to worse; and they therefore conclude 
that they may as well abide with acquaintances, as to try so 
uncertain an experiment with strangers. They have been cast 
out by society so long that they feel they must go to what 
are termed the sailor-boarding-houses, and to none other. If 
it be asked why they do not keep their money ? the answer is, 
because they would be robbed of it in a shorter way if they did, 
by female plunderers. 

Now this whole system of evil can, at least, in a measure, 
be remedied. Let Christian Societies, who are engaged in propa- 
gating the gospel among seamen, and Christian individuals, whe 
co-operate with them, bring their united influence to bear upon 
the boarding and lodging-houses. Let some efficient measures 
be taken to establish, at least, a few houses for boarding and 
lodging sailors, where their rights and morals shall be regarded. 
Let these houses be under proper regulations—let them not be 
retailers of ardent spirits ; and let it be an essential requisite that 
seasonable hours shall be kept by all who are tenants of them. 
Let there be no gambling allowed, but make them houses of 
morality and religion. t there be small libraries of useful 
books kept in them, both for the amusement and instruction of the 
seamen. in this way the confidence of seamen would, by degrees, 
be gained ; and, although it might require some charity and con- 
siderable effort at the first, yet, in a little while, such houses would 
be sought after by every respectable seaman who should visit the 
. and would most amply support themselves. Such an estab- 

ishment, besides having a salutary and wide-spreading influence 

among the seamen, would, at the same time, have a happy influ- 
ence on the present system of boarding-houses. In such an 
enterprize might be expected not only the co- operation of cap- 
tains and ship-owners, but also of every friend of morality in the 
community. 

To secure still more effectually the love and confidence of 
seamen, let there be established an office of the savings bank for 
them, in some convenient place, and at certain hours, where they 
can deposit their money with safety, where it will be gaining a 
little interest for them while they are earning more ; that they 
may thus have something for a day of sickness, or for the time 
of old age, should they live to see that time. Let there, besides, 
be established for them a register office, where every good sea- 
man, of a good moral character, may have his name entered as 
such, together with the boarding-house where he may be found. 
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Let no sailor be registered in this office who does not bring from 
the captain with whom he last sailed, a certificate that he is a 
good seaman, and is of a good moral character; and let any one 
who shall be found to be of a different character be stricken off 
the books as unworthy of confidence. This measure would have 
the advantage of giving a captain, who was desirous of having 
a good and a confidential crew, the opportunity of obtaining 
them (if they were to be had) without either hazard or trouble : 
and it is manifestly true, that such seamen would naturally find the 
best officers, the most ready employ, and the best wages. ‘These 
three establishments would be mutual helps to each other; of 
the most lasting benefit to seamen, and of incalculable advantage 
both to the masters and owners of vessels; and it would serve 
greatly to regain the sailor’s lost confidence in the Christian 
community at large. 

There is still another effort to be made more effectually to 
regain the lost confidence of sailors, and probably the most un- 
pleasant and self denying effort for the Christian, of any in the 
whole train. It is to break up and reform the houses of lewd- 
ness. ‘Those houses exercise a terrible influence over the lives 
and souls of these men. It is perfectly manifest, that the influ- 
ence which binds seamen to these debased creatures, is purely 
animal and beastly, as the sailor has no confidence in the inte- 
grity of these abandoned females. A reformation here will pro- 
bably be attended with difficulty, so long as many in the mid- 
dling, and even in the higher circles of community justify it, as 
a trade, at least allowable, if not as lawful as any other. But 
by delay, the probability is, that the difficulty of encountering it 
will not diminish, but rather increase. The sooner then, in all 
human probability, the work is begun, the more easily it will be 
effected, and the greater good will be accomplished. ‘To do any 
thing effectually, the extent of the evil must be sought out, and 
@ proper representation made to the constituted authorities, and 
be most faithfully laid before the people ; and thus let the world 
see whether the great body of community do approve of this ex- 
tensive system of pestilence and death. Let every father ask 
himself whether he would like to see his own daughter take 
her downward course to these houses of prostitution and 
shame! and can he coolly consign his neighbour’s daugh- 
ter there, and yet claim the character of a Christian, a neigh- 
bour, or a friend to his species! Let every mother ask, shall 
the daughter, whom she nurtured with so much care, ever 
be a tenant of this hold of every foul spirit, and this cage of 
every unclean and hateful bird! Surely that mother must be 
more than a monster, who can deliberately do this! And as no 
mother can but feel for the wretchedness of any daughter so de- 
based, each will feel the inquiry, ls there nothing which can 
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be done to blot out this perpetual infamy and disgrace on both 
sexes of a race of immortal beings? Let the spirit of this inquiry 
be deeply felt ; let it be uttered, repeated, and most faithfully 
acted upon, only by those who abhor the practice, and the ex- 
tent of the evil will soon be known, and the proper remedy 
applied. ‘The most effectual remedy would be, the general re~ 
monstrance of community against the practice; and a strong and 
persevering effort on the part of all the virtuous and the good, to 
reclaim them to virtue and morality. They may not be abso- 
lutely the most hopeless of the human race; for surely “ harlots,” 
may go “ into the kingdom of heaven.” Matt. xxi. 31. 

t there be provided a place of retreat for those among 
them who would be willing to leave that wretched course 
of life; where by industry and chaste conduct, they may have a 
comfortable sustenance made sure to them, till an opening should 
present itself in providence, for them again honourably to min- 
gle with decent society. There are many among them who 
would most gladly, at this very moment, embrace such an oppor- 
tunity, if it were presented to them, being, as themselves declare, 
most heartily sick of such an unceasing round of filth, profana- 
tion and misery. Now, for all such, most assuredly, an asylum 
should be prepared ; for, by this provision, the sincerity of the 
above pretension would be most thoroughly tested, and the 
common excuse for continuing in this wretched course of life; 
would be altogether taken away. Those who, after such a pro- 
vision, would continue in the practice, ought to be taken up, 
confined, and punished as vagrants and public nuisances. Let 
an effort be made worthy of Christians, and patriots, and see if 
this labour of love for these poor souls, will be in vain. Fathers! 
Mothers! there is no evil in the present world, to which your 
sons and your daughters are as much exposed of an equally per- 
nicious tendency ; and will you make no effort to put a step to 
an evil incalculable in its mischiefs in this world, and dreadful in 
its consequences, in that which is to come, and which is ex- 
tending its destructions still wider and deeper with every revol- 
ving year? Christians! Patriots! there is scarcely an evil. which 
threatens your country, or the church of Jesus Christ, which 
cries to heaven with more unceasing and deep-toned complaint, 
than this ; and will you use no means to cast some healing balm 
into this most corrupt fountain, from which unceasing streams of 
moral desolation flow, and spread through sea and land? We 
repeat, let an effort me made worthy of Christians and Patriots. 
Is it hopeless? A protracted and worthy effort has not been 
made. The voice even of the Christian community, has not 
been heard. O! ye Mothers! ye Matrons! To you we make 
our last appeal. Can you look on this wide and mighty ruin and 

t of your own sex, and not pity! Can you pity, and 
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not make an effort to save! Can you longer refrain yourselves, 
and keep silence, and not call on your husbands, your fathers, and 
brothers, to help you! Will st be a disgrace |; What! a disgrace 
to make a mighty effort to redeem your sex from infamy, and 
the souls of your sisters from endless ruin! A disgrace to be like 
Jesus Christ! O, then, what will be honour, in the hour of dis- 
solving worlds, and the sounding of the last trump! 


Tue Seaman’s Frienp. 





“BLESSED ARE THE DEAD WHO DIE IN THE LORD.” 


The following account of the loss of the brig Ardent, and most of her 
crew, Was communicated to “ Zion’s Herald,” by E. Hyde, and recentl 
published in that paper. We have omitted only one or two passages, whic 


were unimportant. 

The brig: Ardent, of Boston, Samuel Soper, Master, left 
Provincetown, April 22d, 1823, on a whaling voyage, to the 
Western Islands, with a crew of fourteen men, and continued in 
those parts till the 13th of September, and procured two hundred 
and twenty barrels of oil.—We then left those parts, and were. 
bound for Provincetown, and continued on our voyage home 
uatil the 28th of September, when in latitude 42, 47, longitude 
61, 40, experienced a very heavy gale of wind, which blew in a 
most tremendous.manner. We used every exertion to secure the 
vessel by wearing ship, &c. till about ! o’clock at night, when she 
upset. She lay on her beam ends, with her yards in the water, 
about three hours ; then righted, with her mainmast and fore-top- 
mast gone. During this time, three men were washed away— 
the remainder secured themselves in the chains. 

When the day broke, our situation was most deplorable. 
Three of our crew, S. Cash, A. Nickerson, and J. Cross, all of 
Provincetown, had made their exit to another world; and how 
soon we should follow, we knew not. _ Our vessel was filled with 
water, and almost all under. Our attention was first called to 
procure some provisions, and to make 6burselves as comfortable 
as we could on the quarter deck. We procured a sail to cover 
ourselves with, and to break off the wind; but we were not dry 
during the whole time we were on the wreck. 

On the first day we procured about a dozen onions and a small 
— of meat, which lasted till the third day, when we got out a 

arrel of bread which had been soaking in salt water and oil, so 
as to render it unfit to eat. The same day we procured two bar- 
rels of. meat, but kept but one. We also procured a barrel 
about two-thirds full of molasses, the remainder being filled with 
salt water. When we obtained the molasses, the greatest grati- 
tude was expressed ; and it proved of great advantage to us, till 
it was nearly spoiled by the salt water. We also caught a shark, 
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and such was the situation of the crew, and their thirst so great, 
they concluded they could drink his blood; we, however, got 
but little, which was greedily devoured. 

The most of our meat was washed overboard the second and 
third nights after we had taken it. The bread and molasses we 
kept till about eight days before we were taken off. We had 
nothing, for the last eight days, but a little of the shark we had 
taken and secured by tying it up, and this was now so bad, that 
we could with difficulty swallow it. All the water we had for the 
twenty-six days we were on the wreck, was about six quarts, 
which we caught when it rained. 

After we had made our situation as comfortable as our cir- 
cumstances would admit, we turned our attention to the state of 
our souls; and now we felt the importance of a preparation for 
another world, as death appeared to us near. 

Alter we had been on the wreck about eight days, Franklin 
Cartwright and Join Savage were numbered among the dead. 
F. Cartwright appeared deeply penitent for some time before 
his departure, and was much engaged in prayer to God for 
mercy. J. Savage, before his death, expressed a resignation to 
the Divine will, and said he was happy in a Saviour’s love. 

We made it our practice to inquire of each other the state of our 
minds, from time to time ; and frequently to unite in prayer, in 
which all engaged—also w encourage each other to look to God 
for help. hen any of our number were taken away, before 
we committed them to their watery grave, we attended to their 
funeral services in the best manner we were capable of: 

The eleventh day of our being on the wreck, Thomas Tull, 
of Provincetown, died. Before he breathed his last, he requested 
me, (if I survived,) to cal) on bis parents, and tell them he died 
happy in God. 

he fifteenth day of our sufferings, Solomon Crowell was call- 
ed home. He had experienced a change of heart previous to 
our voyage, and knew the happiness arising from loving and 
serving God. He was calm and composed some time before 
his death; and death to him was a happy messenger, to release 
him from all his sufferings. The 17th October, the nineteenth 
day of being on the wreck, Elisha Hopkins, of Smithfield, 
Rhode Island, and John Austin, a coloured man, of Boston, 
left us. E. Hopkins was exercised much in bis mind previous to 
his departure, and was inuch engaged in prayer—his departure 
was sudden. J. Austin was a professor before this time, and had 
during the voyage, lived an exemplary life. He was much com- 
posed before his death, and was resigned to the will of God 
during the whole of his sufferings; and to him, to die, appeared 
gain. Our time was now taken up in preparing for another 


world; death appeared to us near. Religious exercises were 
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continued from day to day, and much of our time was spent ia 
prayer, and in encouraging each other to iook to God for help, 
and in meditating on the things of another world. 

On the twenty-sixth day of our being on the wreck, when hope 
had almost forsaken us, I called the attention of all to our situa- 
tion, and observed to them that we were now reduced to five, and 
that our prospects of deliverance were gone ; and that we ought 
now to give up all thoughts of home, and of ever seeing our 
friends again, and give ourselves up wholly to God—and think 
of nothing but a preparation for another world, as it was evident 
that we could not survive long, being now so weak we could 
hardly help ourselves. We then fixed our covering as well as 
our strength would permit. [I told them this was the last time we 
should be able to fix it up. After which we all seated ourselves 
under it, to meditate on our situation, and resign ourselves up 
wholly to God. Death, to us, had lost its terrors, and we soon 
expected to be in the presence of God. While in this situation, 
one of our company (on looking out through a hole we had 
made to catch what water we could,) cried out that he saw a 
vessel. This was about one hour after we had given up all hope. 
On looking out I found she was within hail, and the people were 
lowering their boat to come on board of us. Judge what our 
feelings must have been at this time—a prospect of relief before 
us—and our being delivered from the dreadful situation we 
were in. 

When the boat came along side, we were so weak as to be 
anable to get into it without help; and when we were taken out 
of the boat, we had to have a rope fastened to us, and be hoisted 
on board. The vessel that relieved us proved to be the British 
packet Lord Sidmouth, commanded by Capt. Charles Piepon, 
bound from Halifax to Falmouth, England. This was about 
3 o’clock, P. M. October 24th. The Providence of God ap- 

eared very conspicuous in our falling into such hands as we did. 
They had just dined when we were taken on board. There 
were two physicians among them, who took special care of us. 
The first thing they gave us was a little broth—after that the 
gave us nothing to drink but weak tea or coffee, and that in aes | 
quantities, for some time. We Were not able, for about ten days, 
to stand or goalone. The Captain was exceedingly kind to us, 
as were also the passengers and crew—and all seemed to vie 
with each other in acts of hospitality. Surely their kindness and 
humanity will long endear them to all that are acquainted with 
their generosity, as well as to us who have experienced it. 

After we had been six days on board, the mate, Hicks Smalley, 
left the world. For some time before his departure he had been 
much engaged in seeking a seen for it. He had prayed 
with the crew frequently, and often encouraged them to seek the 
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Lord, and trust in him. His gift in prayer was great, and his 
faith strong. He no doubt rests from his labours, and is gone 
where waves cease to roll, and storms beat no more. 

The remainder of us, four in number, arrived safe in Falmouth, 
England. 

Previous to our going ashore, a contribution was made, and 
$28 were given, besides clothing—and after going ashore one 
of the passengers, captain Lynch, gave me $25 more—for which 
kindness [ hope they will not be unrewarded. 

We went from Falmouth to Liverpool, and three of us took 
passage for America, leaving behind one of the crew, S. Smalley, 
of Provincetown, whe was lame. I arrived in Boston the 9th 


of February, and at Provincetown the 12th. 
Provincetown, Feb. 14, 1823. 


——_=—, 


For the Christian Herald and Seaman’s Magazine. 





THE SAILOR’S PRAYER. 


The following lines were written by Capt. Reuben West, a few days 
previous to his death, at New Orleans, Sept. 16, 1822. 


Mark how the raging fevers burn, 
How many victims fall ; 

Perhaps this day it is my turny 
Fix’d by the God of all. 


Prepare me, then, Almighty God, 
To leave this world of woes ; 
To yield this soul up to my God, 

From whom its being rose. 


Happy, thrice happy should I be, 

Had hope an anchor there ; 
From sin and sorrow quite set free, 
Beyond the vale despair, 


Where Christ, who died on Calvary’s Mount, 
Presides our Judge Supreme, 

That is the place! that is the mount— 
My hopes upon him lean. 








